gather most or all of their 1969-1972 non-LP singles in as compact a fashion, but while those singles are on various reissues, they're scattered over many different anthologies.
Johnny Nash, The Reggae Collection (Epic/Legacy, 1993) . Twenty-track collection spanning the late '60s to the mid-'70s, focusing on the reggae-inspired work of the first (and, still, one of the few) musicians to fuse rock and soul with reggae for commercial success. Includes the big hits and several less famous songs. (Mango, 1973) . The most acclaimed album by Toots Hibbert, widely acknowledged as reggae's most soulful singer.
Toots & the Maytals, Funky Kingston
Various Artists, Get Down Tonight: The Best of Disco (Rhino, 2002) . Basic twelvesong compilation with representatively huge disco hits, including the Trammps' "Disco Inferno," K.C. & the Sunshine Band's "Get Down Tonight," the Average White Band's "Pick Up the Pieces," George McCrae's "Rock Your Baby," and Anita Ward's "Ring My Bell." Although the title of this anthology is very similar to another on the Rhino label (Get Down Tonight: The Best of T.K. Records) and has some of the same tracks, it's an entirely different release. Rhino also did a seven-volume best-of disco series, if you're so inclined to search those out.
Various Artists, Get Down Tonight: The Best of T.K. Records (Rhino, 1990 ). Miami's T.K. label was key to both developing and popularizing disco in the mid-1970s. This has well known hits by George McCrae ("Rock Your Baby"), K.C. & the Sunshine Band, and others, as well as Timmy Thomas's "Why Can't We Live Together," the pre-disco 1973 soul hit with a tropical feel.
Various Artists, The Harder They Come (Hip-O, 2003) . The soundtrack to the classic early-1970s film starring Jimmy Cliff as a fugitive reggae singer in Jamaica was itself a classic that helped fuel reggae's popularity abroad, with cuts by Cliff, the Maytals, Desmond Dekker, and others. The two-CD 2003 expanded edition makes it that much more essential, with additional hits and classics by Cliff, the Maytals, Johnny Nash, Desmond Dekker (his big late-'60s single "Israelites"), Dave & Ansel Collins, and more. (Rhino, 1996) . Compilation of 1966-1970 tracks that surveys reggae's evolution from ska to the slower, more soulful style of rock steady. Most of the artists aren't known to non-reggae specialists, though one of the songs, the Paragons' "The Tide Is High," would become a #1 hit for Blondie in 1980.
Various Artists, Roots of Reggae Vol. 2: Rock Steady
Various Artists, Saturday Night Fever (Polydor, 1977) . The hit movie most responsible for documenting the disco lifestyle also generated, via its soundtrack, the biggest-selling disco album. Besides several hits by the Bee Gees, it also had popular tracks by Kool & the Gang, K.C. & the Sunshine Band, and the Trammps.
Various Artists, Scandal Ska (Mango, 1989) . Though this is very outside of the time frame of this class, this collection of early-'60s ska tracks is a good representation of the Possibilities, by Herbie Hancock with Lisa Dickey (Viking, 2014) . Straightforward, highly readable memoir by the jazz/funk crossover star covers his unlikely evolution from straightahead jazz pianist in the 1960s (as both a solo artist and member of Miles Davis's band) to pop star when he went into jazz-rock-funk fusion in the 1970s and 1980s.
This Is Reggae Music: The Story of Jamaica's Music, by Lloyd Bradley (Grove Press, 2001) . For some reason, reggae has resisted being written about in a very accessible and straightforwardly detailed fashion, perhaps in part because the music's origins weren't documented nearly as clearly as popular music in the US and UK. This book is no exception, but it was still the noblest attempt at an overall reggae history. The Rough Guide to Reggae is a useful reggae reference book emphasizing artist profiles and album reviews, though it too suffered from some of these problems.
